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Principals Message

Welcome back from Spring Break!  Now that we are in 
the home stretch of this school year, it is imperative that 
our students remain focused and get the most out of 
the remainder of the year.  Support your child by visiting 
the Parent Portal each week and review your student’s 
progress with them, ask questions and communicate with 
their teachers when you have questions or concerns.   

Arcade 6th graders just experienced hands-on lessons 
during their field trip to Mt. Hermon in the Santa Cruz 
mountains.  Looking forward, our 7th grade and 8th 
grade students have their science trips to Wonder Valley 
and Yosemite to look forward to later in the Spring.  Our 
teachers & families are so dedicated, ensuring the best 
possible learning environment for our students.  Take 
advantage of what Arcade has to offer, whether it’s joining 
the Track Team or having fun at Glow Bowl (this Friday).  
Activities like these encourage friendship, trust and team 
work.  
Enjoy your spring,
Steve Hunt
Principal, Arcade

PTO News

Hi Arcade Families,
We have a busy month ahead as Spring has arrived.  
Arcade will be welcoming all new and returning 
families and their students during Articulation Nights 
this month.  It is our goal that we have 100% of 
Arcade families joining our PTO, so we can continue 
to support programs at Arcade.  The PTO funds 
our Reading program at Arcade, which impacts 
every Arcade student.  Our 8th grade students will 
participate in our Annual Career Day on Wednesday, 
April 8, sponsored by our PTO.  Thank you to all 
parents who have volunteered their time to either 
help or speak during this event.  Our students will 
gain understanding of various career options and the 
education path that they will want to follow to help 
them realize their future goals.
April is a great time of year to get your student 
outside exercising and having fun with their friends.  
Many of our students are avid swimmers, baseball 
players, runners and have even joined Arcade’s Track 
and Field team.  See the article about the Track team 
and encourage your student to join Arcade’s team 
through the Mission Oaks Recreational Programs and 
represent our great school!
One last note, we need parents to volunteer to be 
on next year’s Board.  Express your interest during 
Articulation Night in April... thank you.

Susan Foondos
Arcade PTO President



April
6 School Resumes
7 PTO Meeting 6:30pm
8 8th Grade Career Day
10 GloBlowl 3:30-5:30 Country Club Lanes
14 Spring Music Concert 7-9pm
26 Race for the Stars

A C A D E M I C SA C A D E M I C S
Mrs. Johnson’s World History Class

After studying the art and architecture of the castles and cathedrals of 
Medieval Europe, Miss Johnson’s 6th period world history class toured 
Sacramento’s own Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament on K Street.  
A docent-led tour took the students through the cathedral where they 
were inspired by the amazing stained glass windows, the paintings, and 
the structural wonders of this sacred and magnificent historical edifice.  
Located down the street from State Capitol, the students learned some 
of the history of the city as well.  The early city of Sacramento, named 
for the Blessed Sacrament, was anchored by the Law on one side and 
Religion on the other.  They learned that many of the early settlers of 
the area, including the Crockers and the Stanfords, donated money and 
art work to make the Cathedral in Sacramento as fine as any in Europe.  
A favorite of the students was the magnificent dome which soars into 
the heavens and floods the sanctuary with light.  Miss Johnson’s class 
would definitely recommend a visit to the cathedral to anyone interested 
in art, history, beautiful places, and sacred spaces.  Miss Johnson was 
very proud of her class and the reverent and respectful behavior they 
displayed. 

Mrs. Velasco’s 6th grade Earth Sceince’s Class

The Junior Spartans just got back from a great weeklong trip to Mt. 
Hermon in the beautiful Santa Cruz mountains.  The students climbed 
trees, went on a night hike, played a giant game of Clue and put on 
some super fun skits.  We went on some great hikes learning about 
the native species in the area; giving some banana slugs a few kisses 

May
5 PTO meeting 6:30
7 Open House
15 Dance for ALL grades
June
1 8th Grade Recognition Night
4 Last Day of school (11am dismissal)



7th Grade Life Science with Mrs. Baker

This year is just flying by!  It is difficult to believe we are already in our 
4th quarter!  Our lessons will focus on the human anatomy.  We will be 
delving into the amazing body systems that keep us alive and healthy.  
Lab dissections allow us the opportunity to really see how these sys-
tems work.  We are currently using our skills as scientists to discover 
the wonders of the skeletal system by dissecting owl pellets.  This is 
only the first of many dissections thanks to your generous science do-
nations!  Next we will be studying the circulatory system and particularly 
the heart.  These experiences might initiate some exciting (but maybe 
not too appetizing) family dinner conversations!    Ask about what is 
happening in science!

Student Government News

April is here, and like always, student government is very busy.  First of 
all, we are very excited to announce that Arcade students have raised 
a total of $1800.00 for the Pennies for Patients charity. Awesome job 
Spartans!!! In addition, we have another Glo Bowl coming up on April 
10th, at Country Club Lanes. The cost is $10, which includes unlimited 
pizza, bowling, and drinks. Lastly, the process for choosing next year’s 
Student Government begins this month. We hope to see you at Glo 
Bowl, and thanks again for helping us surpass our Pennies for Patients 
goal! Have a great April!
 
Claire Rouse

Mr Barnes History Class News

The 4th Quarter has started and the end of school (June 4) is really 
not that far away. We will soon be studying the differences between 
the North and the South and the causes leading to the American Civil 
War. Community Service will be due this quarter (the week of May 
18). There are a lot of distractions during the 4th quarter, so parents 
do your best to keep your student focused.
 
Mr. Barnes

8th Grade Science: Teams  Spectrum and Infinity
The 8th grade balsa bridge building contest recently concluded. 
The results are in and the below list of names were so successful with 
bridge design and construction that their bridges had to be taken to 
CalTrans for further testing.
For those outside the know… the students are given 21 feet of 1/8th 
inch by 1/8th inch balsa stick. They must design and build the entire 
structure based a very ridged set of rules. The target they aim for is 
twofold: They must follow every rule to the letter with only a single 
millimeter of variance from perfection allowed, and their bridge must 
withstand the classroom crush test of 175 lbs.
From there it is off to the Caltrans Materials and Structures test lab 
where their design is placed in a machine capable of delivering 2400 
lbs of downward force. Who was the overall winner?
Well since you asked it was me Mr. Traversi… but the terms agreed 
upon by al who participated oblige me to state that. You get to know 
who went on the trip..but depending on who you ask - the winner 
changes — ask me… I won… ask one of them … they won! You get the 
idea.

Kody Bates
Max Bigalow
Stephanie Glaser
Viktoriya Gomeniuk
Cora Heffernan
Helen Hoffart
McKenna Kelsey
Teodora Petrovic
Sarah Reade
Luke Rybarczyk
Nicoletta Simon
Andrew Tarcy
Keri Tokuhama
Sarah Tomlinson
Sweet Villaluz
Dave Traversi

If you drop in to Open House later in the year- step into Mr. T’s room 3 
or Ms. V’s room 4 and you can see numerous examples including the 
winners.



Box Tops Update

Every little bit counts! 
Thank You so much to all the students that clip and 
collect Box Tops. Arcade has raised $98.00 so far. Those 
little Box Tops, are like dimes in disguise. 
They really do add up. Keep your eyes peeled for the 
little pink label that give back so much when added up. 
The school year is not over yet, if you have any - please 
turn them in.

Your Box Tops Coordinator
Arnela Kitovnica

H E A L T H  &  F I T N E S SH E A L T H  &  F I T N E S S
Race for the STARS on April 26, 2015

Whether you’re a serious runner or walker, or just want to have some 
fun, support San Juan Unified schools by participating in the Race for 
the STARS on Sunday, April 26, 2015 at Rio Americano High School.  
 
The 5K race starts at 8:30 in the morning. The half and quarter mile 
kids runs start at 8 a.m. Your San Juan school will earn $10 for every 
adult registration and $5 for every student or child entry.

Each age division winner will receive an award, race shirt, and two 
Kings tickets. There will also be awards for the top male and female 
SJUSD student, SJUSD teacher or other certificated staff, SJUSD em-
ployee (classified), and SJUSD administrator. The family festival that 
follows the race has food, live music, and lots of activities for all ages.
 
STARS Foundation raises money to support direct-to-teacher grants in 
science, technology, arts, and reading in our schools. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit the race website at www.raceforthestars.
com.
 
View a video of last year at http://vimeo.com/97241017 

Churchill Middle School was the top earner last year, making $1,250 
directly for the school thanks to student and adult runners.

2015 Arcade Track & Field Team News

Be a part of the team... Wear the Red and White with Pride!  

Track and Field season is starting soon!   Registration forms are avail-
able in the office, or students can just ask Mr. Randall.  We are looking 
forward to a great season.

Practice Info:
Monday, 4/6 - First practice
2:45pm - 4:00 pm
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday... (except on Track Meet 
days). 

Meet Info:
Friday, 4/17 - First Meet @ El Camino High School.  (On their brand 
new track!!!)
May 14 - Championship Meet! 
There will be a total of 5 meets; Dates and locations TBD.  

Parents can also sign up their athlete on the Mission Oaks web site. 
http://www.activityreg.com/clientmainpage.asp?cid=MISSOAKS
(click on youth sports)

If you have any questions about our 2015 team, see or email Mr. Ran-
dall; 7th grade math teacher and Track & Field Coach
http://teacher.sanjuan.edu/webpages/jerandall/

S P A R T A N  E X T R A SS P A R T A N  E X T R A S

Teacher of the Year News

Congratulations to Donna Pool and Kimberly Johnson for being nomi-
nated this year for San Juan’s Middle School/Counselor Teacher of the 
Year!

We are so proud of both teachers.  Mrs. Pool has an unbelievable de-
sire to inspire our young musical talent at Arcade, bringing unmatched 
enthusiasm and energy to our Music Program, instilling pride in perfor-
mances of our bands and choir.  Ms. Johnson is an incredibly motivat-
ing teacher who encourages and challenges her students to explore 
their creativity through reading and writing, as well as other avenues of 
learning, providing options and choices in life.

Congratulations to both teachers, we are so fortunate to have you at 
Arcade Fundamental Middle School.



Board of Education
Pam Costa, President
Saul Hernandez, Vice President
Michael McKibbin,Ed., Clerk
Greg Paulo, Member
Lucinda Luttgen, Member

Superintendent’s Cabinet
Kent Kern, Superintendent of Schools
Donna O’Neil, Associate Superintendent, Schools and Student Support 
Kent Stephens, Chief Financial Officer 
Linda C.T. Simlick, J.D., General Counsel
Paul Oropallo, Acting Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
Debra Calvin, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services
Sue Hulsey, Acting Assistant Superintendent, Elementary Education
Rick Messer, Acting Assistant Superintendent, Secondary Education
Trent J. Allen, Senior Director, Community Relations
Frank Camarda, Senior Director, Facilities, Maintenance, and Transportation
Carl Fahle, Senior Director, Technology
Jim Shoemake, Senior Director, Labor and Employee Relations

PTO Board Members
President - Susan Foondos (sfoondos@me.com)
Vice President - Leigh Osterhage (oster4420@gmail.com) 
Treasurer - Diane Moyle (moyle@yahoo.com)
Secretary - Milena Kentera (mkentera@hotmail.com)
Auditor - Kathleen Sutton (kathleen5584@gmail.com)

Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week is the week of May 4th!
The PTO will be celebrating our teachers and staff with a lun-
cheon on Tuesday, May 5th.
Please ask your student(s) to honor their teachers with a card, a 
kind deed, or a goodie during this special week. 

Much appreciated!  
Stephanie Fredrickson, Chair

Come out to Bowl
April 10

3:30pm - 5:30pm

Country Club Lanes
2600 Watt Avenue

Wear WHITE and enjoy the fun of GLOWBOWL!

See you all there!  


